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YACHT BASIN 
~ VALUE TOLD 


‘Public Hearing 
Held in Venice 


Plan’s Bearing on National 
Defense Stressed in Talk 
.. by Dockaweiler 


“Reasons why they believed the 
United States government should! 
“spend $1,600,000 in developing the 
’ Playa Del Rey basin, in conjunc- | 
tion with the La Ballona Creek 
drainage project; were offered yes- 
terday at a public hearing ‘on the 
‘question in the Westminster School 
‘auditorium, Venice. 

‘. At the outset of the hearing Capt. 
“{R. E. Cruse, in charge for the ‘Unit- 
je States Engineer's office, asked 
representatives of organizations at- 
tending to testify not as to local 
interest in a recreational develop- 
ment, but to facts bearing on why 
the government should enter into 
the project. 

: COMMERCIAL VALUE 

"T believe this development would 
be of great commercial value to 
the western half of Los Angeles 
city and county, and that it has 
a tremendous bearing on the’ na- 
tional program of defense,” Repre- 
sentative Dockweiler, who intro- 
duced the bill authorizing today's 
hearing, said. He declared that 
the growth of Los Angeles Harbor 
at San Pedro is 50 rapid that with- 
jn a few years yachts and small 
craft will be crowded out. 
That will mean,” he said, “that 
approximately 1000 yachts must find 
new shelter.” 

Dockweiler asserted that small 
harbors along all coasts will be of 
great benefit to the government in 
developing the naval militia, He 
said he believes that all small craft 
and their owners should be at the 
service of the government for war 
amergency. 

PLEDGES SUPPORT 
‘ Supervisor Leland Ford. whose 
Fourth District embraces the coast 


country from Long Beach to Ven- 
tura county, pledged his support 
of the project. 

: “All communities. along the coast 
should aid, not oppose, neighbor- 
ing harbor developments,” he de- 
clared, envisioning a series of yacht 
shelters all along the Southern 
California shore, 

As a military reason for the ex- 
fenditure, he asserted the La Bal- 
Jona basin offers a natural base for 
hydroplanes, submarines and small- 
er warcraft. He said the Supervis- 
ors spent $9000 on a survey of sand 
accretion along the coast since the 
construction of the Santa Monica 
and other breakwaters, and that 
this data will be made available for 
the engineers in the present proj- 
ect. 

PLANS SHOWN 

‘Taggart Aston, consulting har- 
bor engineer, exhibited plans for 
the project showing a breakwater 
and outer harbor and two yacht 
basins located inshore along the 

_ La Ballona channel, which when 
straightened, would afford a row- 
ing course for neighboring univer- 
sity crews. 

The south side of the channel 
would be converted into a parkway 
from Culver City to the sea, with 
industrial development confined to 
the north bank, He said the commu- 
nities involved will furnish the land 
and erect necessary buildings. 

Among the larger organizations 
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represented at the hearing are the 
Culver City and Venice chambers of 
commerce and the Venice Commer- 
cial Board. Edward A. Gerety, Sr. 
reprecented the board and A. 4. 
Newton, the Venice chamber. Dr. 
Wyant Lamont, Arthur Gain and 
Hugh Braunberger spoke for Culver 
City. 
OTHER SPEAKERS 

Other speakers included Lindsey 
K. Dickey, Los Angeles playground 
department; Prof. Ordean Rocky, 
U.C.L.A.: Joseph Jensen, Los An- 
genes! Chamber «f Commerce di- 
rector; Mrs. George Hines, president 
of Santa Monica Bay Woman's 
Ciub; J. A. Mellen, regional plan- 
ning commission, M. L. Roberts and 
cb. L. Dodds. 

Assisting Capt. Cruse were G. B. 
Bebout and B. S. Tucker, govern- 
ment engineers. Their recommenda- 
tions will be placed before the War 
Department at Washington for fur- 
ther action. ‘ 
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